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and spent the day w o r k i n g that project, three other teams of S M M B C H 

members completed a different project by cleaning the county road 

that leads to the school and also the county road that leads into b i g 

Creek T r a i l Ride. M a n y sacks ot discarded a l u m i n u m 

cans, glasscontainers and o t h e r h u m a n trash was picked 

up and disposed o f properly. 

Big Creek Tra i l Ride the Bob and Brett H o w e l l Fam

ily again hosted the spring clean-up event. S M M B C H 

appreciates being able to use the Big Creek T r a i l Ride 

campground as a base camp and greatly enioyed the hos 

p i ta l i ty and great facilities Big Creek offers. 

Chattahoochee Trail Horse Association 
Members Make A Difference 

It takes true dedication to get an organization off the ground and 

make huge strides in their state's t r a i l system. Chattahoochee Tra i l 

Horse Associat ion ( C T H A ) started w i t h a h a n d t u l o f volunteers 

more than 20 years ago to create and mainta in horse trails in n o r t h 

east Georgia. Thanks to Debbie Crowe, Ellen Stara and Larry Wheat , 

among many other longt ime members, this area has some of the best 

trails i n the southeastern U n i t e d Statei . 

Crowe is also involved in the 1,200 acre A . H . Stephens State Park, 

located in Crawtordsvi l le , Georgia. After receiving S6.\000 in grant 

funds awarded for purchasing t ra i l b u i l d i n g equipment , the park plans 

to add another five plus miles of trails, b r ing ing the total amount o f 

LEFT: It takes a 
steady horse to 
haul a bag full of 
trash back to the 
work camp area 
in Missouri. 

trails to 20 miles. 

C T H A members Diane Ay res Cochran and her husband W e y m a n 

are active w i t h 'Ihe Friends o f Watson M i l l Bridge State Park. Located 

close to Comer, Georgia, the 1,000 acre park has 15 miles o f horse 

trails. W h e n the D N R downgraded the state park to outdoor recreation 

status in 2011, Diane and Weyman helped secure f u n d i n g f rom local 

county governments and Ihe Friends group to get the park restored to 

state park status. Diane is p la n n in g this year's state park workday for 

the sixth consecutive year. W e y m a n continues to supply and operate 

his heavy equipment to support the trai ls . 

A n o t h e r C T H A m e m b e r , C.J. Farmer , w h o is o w n e r o f the 
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Grove River Ranch, is involved in the 14 mile Frady Branch T r a i l System nearToccoa, 

Georgia. As part of the Chattooga River Ranger Distnet of t lu* Chattahoochee National 

Forest, Farmer w i l l be w o r k i n g w i t h volunteers using new grant money to rate and 

reroute significant port ions of the trails. 

C T H A has recently formed a commit tee , co-chaired by V i c k i H o l l a n d and Shelley 

McGinness, to focus on establishing horse trails in the new Don Carter State Park. Open 

ing this spring, the 1,000-acre park is located outside Gainesville, Georgia. O r i g i n a l l y 

scheduled to offer horse trails, due to f u n d i n g issues the state's D N R has delayed the 

trails to the later phases o f development. W i t h assistance f r o m the C T H A, the DN'R is 

looking at possible locations for horse trails . 
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